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PREFACE. 


The candid and favourable reception which an indul- 
gent public gave to the autl^or^*^ Account of the 
Campaign in the West Indies in 1794,” has inspired 
him with courage to lay before them a narrative of 
some important subsequent events of the war in a very 
different part of the world, which his active destiny has 
afforded him an opportunity of recording as an eye- 
witness. In this work, as well as in the former, it is 
on the result of peculiar and accidental opportunity 
that he relies for his passport. He is conscious his 
habits and pursuits have little qualified him for the 
claims of literary merit. 

Placed as he was in the midst of a battle as splendid 
and extraordinary as the page of history has ever 
recorded, an attendant of the chase which preceded 
it, and of many interesting occurrences and scenes 
which the shores of the Mediterranean exhibited for 
nearly two years after its termination, he daily minuted 



IV 


with his pen and pencil the observations and images 
which obtraded themselves upon him. The authen- 
ticity of such memorials, and the views of places and 
people, which the present as well as the past has ren- 
dered subjects of such warm curiosity and interest, may, 
as his friends flatter him, give a value to his simple 
diary, and the sketches, even if unskilful, of a self- 
taught artist. the ' numberless 

minutiae now vivid in the memories of the actors would 
yield to the pressure of more recent occupations, and 
fade away without a record: but these pages will fur- 
nish remembrances of their activity and glory, on which 
they may look back with pleasure; and where their 
posterity may hereafter be proud to point out their 
names. 

After what has been said, it will not be expected that 
the accounts of places here described should be loaded 
with the endless learning connected with them, on 
which many would find no difficulty to pour out the 
contents of libraries, and extend the work to bulky vo- 
lumes. There seem indeed neither bounds nor use in 
such repetitions. But if there were, it was not the 
present author’s purpose to expatiate beyond the occur- 
rences which fell within his own experience; for the 
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sdtnt]^ aid wMch the very few booka of a naval life, 

srapplied, would alone have precluded him from the 

attempt. Yet he has since endeavoured occasionally 

to vary and enliven his narrative by a few references to 

^ • • 

ancient events: this liberty, however, has been very 
sparingly exercised. 

Too many books of travels and voyages are orna- 
mented by fictitious views, as well><cs embellished rela- 
tions. The reader may be assured that the drawings 
from which the plates of this volume were copied are 
genuine, and that they were taken on the spot by the 
same hand, and at the same time, which wrote the 
journal. This agreement of time and place will, he 
trusts, ensure the accuracy and peculiarity of his work.“ 


" The reader, who is curious, may find in Sandys’s Travels, which, thougli 
their language is rather obsolete, have not lost their reputation, at least as 
much of the ancient history of the places described in this volume, as he may 
wish to know. These travels have been a copious source of pillage to his suc- 
cessors, through whose attenuated pages his profound and comprehensive 
information has been superficially spread. They were first published in I6l5 
under the title of “A Relation of a Journey begun A. D. 1610. Four Books 
containing a description of the Turkish Empire, of Egypt, of the Holy Land, 
of the remote parts of Italy, and Islands adjoining.” George Sandys, a 
younger son of Edwin archbishop of York, died 1643. The author hopes he 
may be excused for this humble tribute to the memory of a traveller, a poet, 
and an amiable man, from whose brother he confesses to feel some gratifica- 
tion in tracing his descent. 
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In tracing the actions here recorded, of which ndtha^ 
the glory nor the beneficial e^cts can be questioned, 
some pangs of regret must undoubtedly arise at the 
waste, not only of treasure, but of human lives. Yet 
what is there enviable in an ot)scure and selfish exist- 
ence here, compared with an honourable and patriotic 
death? 

If ever the beailti ^ s entiment of Horace, the 

** Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori,” 

if ever those pathetic lines of a poet of our own country, 

How sleep tbe brave, who sink to rest. 

By all their country’s wishes blc8s’<l;”‘ 

were applicable, they are well applied to those who fell 
so nobly in the tremendous contest, ** The calcula- 
tion of profit in all such whrs,” says Burke with inimi- 
table elevation, “ is false. The blood of man should 
never be shed but to redeem the blood of man. It is 
well shed for our family, for our friends, for our God, 
for our country, for our kind. The rest is vanity; the 
rest is crime.” 

After such passages as these, it becomes the present 


* Collins. 
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author to drop the pen. It may however be nedessary 

to say a few words regarding some prints of the battle 

oi the Nile which have been already published, and to 

state the reason of his omitting to give drawings of the 

• • 

most eventfel part of his description, the naval action. 
But he was aware that a seaman only, or one at least 
who had made marine drawinjgs his sjtudy, could ably 
pourtray that grand machine which, .:,6 eminently places 
this nation, both ki war and commerce, above all the 
powers of the globe. 

He thinks it needless to say more, than that several 
who are so gifted, having published drawings of that 
event, it became unnecessary for him to do it. The 
three large engravings of different periods of the action 
are most ably pourtrayed by Captain Weir, who com- 
manded the marines on board the Audacious; and who 
with an accurate knowledge of the subject, was himself 
stationed where he could form the best judgment of it; 
and who is also well qualified as a draughtsman ior the 
task. These plates certainly stand pre-'eminent both 
for correctness and picturesque effect. Four smaller 
engravings, with an explanation of them, were published 
by G. Riley soon after the n^s of the victory reached 
England. 



The irft of (kptdn Wcifs Jjlates> rcppAifitig the 
Trench fleet at ancjiOT in bay of Aboul^; jttniflithe 
British fleet bearing down engage aikihcs the 
author of this work as giving the best ideft possible of 
that event*, and he is the better enabled itb judge, of the 
merits of this plate, as the Swiftsiire with the Alexander 
were the two Igwt ships^that entered the ba^, which 
gave those on bohwljhera an opportunity of viewing 
and accurately observing the first part of this awfiil 
scene. 

The plan of the action given i^^fhis !work is copied 
from what Captain R. W. Miller ictf the Theseus made 
on the following morning; and as all who knew that 
excellent officer well acquainted with his abilities 
and judgment, it may be relied, on as correct in every 
respect. The size of the plate would not allow room to 
place the castle of Aboukir at the proper distance from 
the island. It. is therefore introduced merely to shew 
its relative bearing from the island. The time of the 
occurrences during the action he can also state to be 
cqudly well founded, for they were corrected from the 
minutes made by Mr. Gamble, purser of the Swiftsure, 
who was employed in thh honourable post of signal- 
officer during the combat, and marked down the events 
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as they occurred. To that gentleman he is also in- 
debted for the communication of several circumstances 
that otherwise he could not have related with accuracy. 

At length, then, the author commits himself with 
diffidence and anxiety to a- discerning though indulgent 
public ; yet whatever be their decision, he will submit 
without a murmur. In the retirement of a domestic 
life he will ut least look backVith pleasure on the busy, 
varied, and important scenes 'in’ distant parts of the 
globe to which he has been a witness, and he will 
always feel gratified by the reflection of having been 
even an humble memorialist of a splendour and heroism 
so glorious to his country and his friends. 
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in great distress for want of corn. "I'he Swiftsure sails on a cruize in the 
bay. 'The Seahorse burns some >esscl5 near Sorrento, (^orn arrives at 
Ischia and Procida, from Palermo, in small quantities. Cardinal Ruffo 
collects an army in Calabria, and marches for Najiles. Violent proce(?d- 
ings of (he trench (jcncral Macdonald, "J he author accompanies 
Mr. Rushout to Ischia ; description of the castle, (own, and sur- 
rounding country, 'the Swiftsure and the Minotaur sail with trtiops 
to Castel-a-mare, which is taken possession of, but the French retake 
it. Account of a similar attempt by the Zealous on Salerno. Short 
account of the island of (3ajni. The author returns to Ischia, and 
takes up his residence at the palace of the Duke of Aqua Viva. De- 
scription of the palace. The view from it. Captain Ilallovvell sends 
a present of wine, &c ; the boat on its return to the fleet is overset, 
and the coxswain drowned. Manner of taking quails in Ischia, also the 
tunny fishery described. Volcanic nature of the island of Ischia exem- 
plified p. 181 
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But fortune, ever changing dame. 

Indulges her maliciou^jov^ 

Constant she plays her haughty game. 

Proud of her office to destroy/' 

Francis's Trans. Hor, b. iii. ode sg. 
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eonvent of St. Martino. An entertainment given by the King of the two 
Sicilies in honour of the birthday of his Majesty the King of Great Bri- 
tain. Description of an ancient Moorish castle near Palermo. Oxen. 
Rear-Admiral Duckworth arrives from Lord Keith’s fleet. Troops em- 
barked on board Lord Nelson’s fleet for Naples, but relanded in conse- 
quence of news brought by the Bellerophon and Powerful. Intelligence 
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arrives. Admiral Carraccioli executed. The town of Pompei and 
Mount Vesuvius described. Lord Nelson sails from the Bay of 
Naples, The Swiftsure departs from thence p. 1 
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“ Valk'nib-bsa 

That to an ancient abbey gave the name. 

Wealthy and fair, in hallowed rituals bless’d. 

And courteous to receive the stranger guest.” 

HooLE’SjTrans. of Ariosto, b. xxii. 


“ Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where th’ Etrurian shades 

High over- '.rch’d cmbow’r;” 

Milton’s Paradise Lost, b. ii. 


Lord Nelson dispatches the Swiflsure to Civita Vecchia. The Sea- 
horse frigate is driven on the rocks near Leghorn. The Swiftsure pro- 
ceeds thither to her assistance; from thence to Civita Vecchia. Occur- 
rences there. The author lands at Leghorn, and proceeds to Pisa. De- 
scription of that place, and of the baths of Pisa. From thence to Lucca, 
and Florence. Description of .those places. Vallombrosa. Journey across 
the Appenines to Bologna; from thence to Tedo and Ferrara. Fate of 
the benedictine monks. The Po. Padua. Palace on the banks of the 
Brenta. Venice. Padua described. Vicenza; politeness of the in- 
habitants. Verona described. Fortress of Peschiera. Desenzano on the 
banks of Lago di guarda. Description of the lake. Mode of crossing 
the Po. Mantua described. Journey from thence through Carpi and 
Modena to Bologna. The author recrosses the Appenines. Remarkable 
volcano at Pietra Mala. The author returns to Florence. Further ac- 
count of that city. The King of Sardinia arrives at Leghorn. The 
author proceeds thither and embarks on board the Santa Teresa for 
Minorca p. 217 



xxii 


CONTENTS, 


CHAPTER ^lll. 


“ At length they came, where press’d in narrow bounds, 
Between the eapes the boilM)2 dpep resounds. 

’Tis ('eisi;n'd that first Alcidcs forc’d a way, 

And gave this passage to th’ indignant sea; 

And here perchance a lengthen’d tract of land. 

With one continu’d mound the flood restrain'd; 

But now the furious iiAiin vvith rushing tides, 

Front tow’ring Caipe Abyla divides; 

A streight 'twixt Lybia now and Spain appears: 

Such is the force of lime, and change of years!” 

Hoole’s Trans. Tasso, b, xv. 
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towers. Fournelles Bay. Mount Toro. Retrospective history of Mi- 
norca. Amusements at Mahon. Lord Nelson and Commodore Trou- 
bridge arrive. Lord Nelson returns to Palermo. Rear-Admiral Duck- 
worth, in the I^eviathan, arrives at Mahon. The Port Mahon brig 
launched. The Peterell sloop arrives. Death of Lieutenant Brenton; 
his character. Rear-Admiral Duckworth sails from Mahon. The 
author takes his passage in the Leviathan, which anchors in Rosia 
Bay, Gibraltar, and soon after sails on a cruize off Cadiz. The Swift- 
sure joins, and the author accompanies Captain Hallowell on board. 
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dron and sail for England. A Spanish brig captured. La Belle Desiada, 
another Spanish brig, taken. The Bellerophon parts company. The 
Leviathan loses her main-top-gallant-inast in a gale of v\ ind off Cape 
Finisterre. The Flora frigate with orders from Lord Keith arrives. The 
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THE MEDITERRANEAN. 


CHAPTER I. 

rEB VARIOS CASUS, PER TOT DISCRIMINA RERUM. 


It is, I believe, a general and allowed principle, that to infure 
fuccefs in war, the meafores of government fhould be carried 
into execution with fecrecy and dii^tch. That fuch has been 
the cafe in almoft all the military adventures of the French, 
muft be allowed. Though fome lhare in the fuccefs they have 
fo often experienced, may be attributed to the fuperiority of 
their numbers, yet I will venture to aflert, that much more has 
been gained by the celerity of their movements, and the fe- 
crecy with which they have commenced their attacks, than 
with ah equal number would have been obtained by thofe more 
regular governments whofe hands have been confined by cOun- 
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feis, that muft clog the machine, though they are altogether 
indifpenfable to the wellbeing of the^ftate. 

The Expedition which the following pages will relate, is, 
however, free from the obje< 51 ;ion above alluded to, as it was 
planned with fecrecy, and executed with a promptnefs highly 
creditable to all concerned. It had been known by the Britilh 
government, that the French were preparing a powerful arma- 
ment whofe principal rendezvous was at Toulon', and the fea- 
ports in the Mediterranean ; and from the number of tranfports 
and troops that were getting ready, it appeared that they me- 
ditated a defeent on fome of our allies in thofe feas. Rear 
Admiral Sir Horatio Nelfon was appointed to command a 
fquadron whofe obje< 5 i; was to defeat the projedfs of General 
Buonaparte’s intended operations, whatever they might be; 
and about the latter end of April 1798, having his flag on 
board the Vanguard of 74 guns, he joined the fleet off Cadiz, 
under the command of Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent; and 
having received further orders from him, foon after arrived at 
Gibraltar, where he took in fome flores and other neceflfariesj 
and failed from thence on the 9th* of May, taking with him the 
Orion of 74 guns, commanded by Sir James Saumarez; and the 
Alexander, Captain Alexander Ball ; with the Emerald and 
Terpfichore frigates, and Bonne Citoyen floop of war; and pro- 
ceeded towards Toulon to watch the motions of the enemy. 
In the mean time, the Earl of St. Vincent being apprized by 
government that a reinforcement would be fent to enable him 
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to ftrengthen Rear Admiral Nelfon’s fquadron, had made fuch 
arrangements in his fleet as might prevent all lofs of time. 
On the a 4th of May, the^He6i:or, being on the look-out to the 
northward, made the flgnal for a fleet being in light, and foon 
after, that it was a fleet of men of war, conflfting of the Prince 
of 98 guns. Leviathan, Centaur, Montague, Powerful, Edgar, 
and Marlborough, of 74 guns; the Lion, of 64 guns, and the 
Succefs frigate and Incendiary firefliip; the whole under the 
command of Rear Admiral Sir Roger Curtis. No fooner was 
the flgnal feen, than the order for the advanced fquadron, then 
anchored off the mouth of the harbour of Cadiz, to get under 
weigh, and for the divifion under Sir Roger Curtis to take their 
Ration, was inftantly executed. 

It is here to be obferved, that the number of fliips that joined 
Lord St. Vincent from England, to replace thofe he had dif- 
patched with Admiral Nelfon, was eight fail of the line, one 
frigate, and a firefliip. The fleet fent with Admiral Nelfon, 
excluflve of his own fliip, confifled of thirteen fail of the line, 
two frigates, and two brigs. Lord St. Vincent, aware of the 
poflibility of the French being in fuperior force than was at 
home imagined, weakened bis own fleet to give the greater 
power to Admiral Nelfon’s ; a conduct to be more admired, as 
it is not often pracftifed. Captain Troubridge in the Culloden, 
failed from the honourable pofl * which he had maintained off 


• That of CJomimnder of the in-fliorc fquadron forming the blockade of Cadiz. 
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Cadiz, in the evening of the a4th’> of May 1798, having under 
his command the Bellerophon, Zealous, Defence, Majeftic, Mi- 
notaur, Goliath, Swiftfure, and Thpfeus. On the a 7th wc 
paflTed the Straits of Gibraltar, and were joined by the Auda- 
cious of 74 guns, and the Leander of 50 guns, who had been 
fome days there taking in water and other neceflarics. On the 
28th we pafled the little uninhabited illand of Albaran : it is 
quite flat; and with only low flirubs and grafs, which mufl: be 
burnt up in fummer, maintained, I was informed,^ a great many 
hares and other game. It feems about three miles long, and 
is on the coaft of Fez, in lat. 36. At night we lay to. The 
next morning proceeded with a fair and pleafant breeze to the 
eaftward : on the 3oth the fignal for feeing ftrange fhips was 
made by one of the fquadron; and the Commodore made that 
to prepare for battle, which was accordingly put in execution 
by the reft of the Ihips, by knocking down the bulkheads and 
keeping the quarters clear for the great guns; every article of 
ufelefs lumber being carried below, or thrown overboard. The 
Mutine brig was alfo directed to proceed to the northward of 
Majorca, in hopes of meeting the Admiral. The following day 
the Bellerophon and Swiftfure gave chace to a ftrange veflel ; 
the latter being called in, the was fpoke by the former, and 

^ The fame day tlie Author wa.9 appointed to be Chaplain of the Swiftfure, and was received by his 
Commander, Captain Hallowell, with an hofpitality and kindnefa for which he begs here to make his 
public acknowledgments. To the Earl of St. Vincent, in addition to many other obligations, that of 
giving him, by this appointment, a firm and honourable friend in Captain Hallowdl, excites his lively ' 
gratitude. 
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proved to be a merchantman from Sardinia: from her no in- 
telligence was obtained. On the third of June we met with 
fqualls of wind and rain, which, however, did not long annoy 
us. On the fixth, being near the rendezvous. Commodore 
Troubridge made the fignal for the Captains of the Swiftfure 
and Zealous to repair on board the Culloden; and on the next 
morning, the 7th of June, we faw the high hills behind Tou- 
lon, and two fail off that port; towards which we made all 
fail, and had the happinefs to find one of them to be the Van- 
guard, bearing the flag of Rear Admiral Sir Horatio Nelfon. 
Our pleafure was howevf r a good deal damped by perceiving 
that the muft have met with a fevere difafter in the lofs of her 
foremaft, having replaced it with a jury-foremaft. 

It appears, that on the a 2d of May, being in the gulph of 
Lyons, a violent fquall of wind affailed the Admiral and his 
fquadron, carried away all his topmafts, and foon after his fore- 
mafl: lhared the fame fiite: the other fliips were more fortunate; 
though in the fame gale of wind, they received no damage. 
During this gale the frigates difappeafed, nor did they again join 
the fleet till fome days after the action in Aboukir Bay. This 
was a moment of infinite difficulty and danger, which however the 
fpirit and refolution of the Admiral were fully equal to combat. 
The French fleet was known to be only a few leagues diftant, 
having lately failed from the Bay of Toulon. Admiral Nelfon, 
with his little fquadron, bore up for the Ifland of Sardinia, and 
reached with difiiculty the road of St. Pietro, where the go- 
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vernor endeavoured in vain to obftru6t his coming to an anchor. 
Britifh feamen in diftrefs are not eafily intimidated. After re- 
maining four days in this road without receiving the fmalleft 
afliilance from the natives, the Vanguard again put to fea with 
top-gallant yards acrofs, having fet up a jury-foremaft and re- 
placed her topmafts. The inhofpitality of the Sardinians muft 
have originated in the fear their government was under of the 
vengeance of the French republic, whofe tyranny at that mo- 
ment paliied with terror all the Italian ftates; .but what have 
they gained by their fervility? After receiving repeated infults, 
many of them have undergone a total change in their conftitu- 
tion, have been drained of all their valuable property by re- 
peated requifitions and forced loans, and at laft annexed to the 
dominions of their infulting falfe friends, or made over by way 
of exchange to fome other power. 

The Leander was the fame evening ordered to look out for 
the Orion and Alexander, and we continued lying to off Tou- 
lon. In the evening of the 9th, the Orion, and at three o’clock 
the following morning, the Alexander, Leander, and Mutine, 
joined the fleet, having immediately made fail after the French 
fleet which, under the command of General Buonaparte, had 
failed from Toulon on the 30th of May, with 1 5 fail of the 
line, befides frigates and gun veffels, and aoo fail of tranfports, 
having 40,000 troops on board. Whither they were gone, and 
what their obje< 51 : might be, was as yet totally unknown to us. 
Our firft point of refearch was Naples, knowing that there had 
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exifted ftrong fymptoms on the part of the new republic of 
attacking that weak and iAipolitic monarchy. Our fleet now 
confllled of the following fliips. 


The Vanguard of 70 guns, 


rCapt. Berry, bearing 
I Sir H. Nelfon’s flag. 


Orion 74 Capt. Sir J. Saumarez, 


Culjoden 74 .... Thomas Troubridge, 
Bellerophon 74 . . . . H. Defterre Darby, 
Minotaur 74 .... Thomas Louis, 
Defence 74 . . . . J. Peyton, 

Alexander 74 .... Alexander J. Ball, 
Zealous 74 .... Samuel Hood, 
Audacious 74 .... Davidge Gould, 
Goliath 74 .... Thomas Foley, 
Majeftic 74 . . . . G. B. WeJftcote, 
Leander ’50 . . . . T. B. Thompfon, 
Swiftfure 74 .... Ben. Hallowell, 
Thefeus 74 . . . . R. Willet Miller, 
And Mutine Brig 16 .... Thomas M. Hardy. 


Previous to the jundtion of the fleet, the Orion and Alex- 
ander fell in with 15 fail of Spanilh merchantmen, two of 
which they captured, but were called off by the Admiral, who 
did not wifli to rifle a failure of his more important objedl for 
the fake of prizes. By thefe means the Spaniards had the good 
fortune to efcape. On the i ath we were off Cape Corfe, the 
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northern promontory of Corfica, and in the evening saw Ca- 
praia, and lay to, off the Ifle of Elba ; and the Mutine was dif- 
patched for intelligence to Civita Vecchia. The winds were 
light and variable, the climate foft and pleafant; the next day, 
however, the fky was overcaft, and we were aflailed by torrents 
of rain, accompanied by moll vivid lightnings, and heavy peals 
of thunder. During this grand difplay of nature in her robes of 
terror, we were entertained by one of thofe curious pheno" 
mena which ufed to create fo much alarm to the fuperftitious 
ancients, a water fpout; it frequently varied its form, and was 
often of a bended lhape, like an S ; at length it burll, and the 
fpace where it fell was whitened with foam. In the evening 
the weather cleared up, and we palTed the fmall and flat ifland 
ol Flanofa, on the north point of which we difcovered a few 
buildings, but at this time no appearance of inhabitants. Se- 
veral of thefe iflands are ufed as a fummer relidence for the 
poorer farmers from the neighbouring places, who bring their 
families and cattle with them; the latter always find plenty of 
feed, and the former employ theinfelves in filhing. There are 
alfo hares and other game in the iflands. But, alas! fuch is 
the infecurity of thefe feas, that it fometimes happens that a 
Angle Algerine corfair will make a defcent upon the helplefs 
and pufillanimous inhabitants, carry off all their cattle, and not 
uncommonly make Haves of the proprietors themfelves. This 
day a filhing-boat was deferied by the fleet; the Alexander 
flood towards her, and found flie had been left by her crew 
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flood towards her, and found fhe had been left by her crew, 
and fcuttled. Frdm fubfeguent information I have reafon to 
believe fhe had been met by the French fleet, her men taken 
out to reinforce their crews, and fo left: for this we find was 
their mode of a6lion with whatever they fell in with; neutrals 
or enemies were alike to them. 

On the 14th, having a frefh breeze from the N.N.W. we 
palled the illand Gianuti, on the coall of Tufcany, near which 
the Leander fpoke a Moorilh vellel that gave information of the 
French being at Syracufe in Sicily: tlie Mutine joined, without 
having obtained any intelligence. On the 15 th inllant, with a 
light breeze, we palled the illands of Palmaria and Ponza, the 
former rocky and uninhabited, the latter well cultivated, and 
rendered plealing to the view by a village, feveral detached 
houfes, and a white watch-tower on an eminence: to the fouth- 
ward we faw the little illand called Le Botte, which at a dif- 
tance has frequently been millaken for a fail. On the i6th, 
we palled the illand Ventotiene, on which is a large handfome 
white building, and on a fmall illand near, a walled-in place like 
barracks; we had no opportunity of knowing what it was. In 
the evening we arrived off the ifland of ifehia, which forms the 
north-weft boundary of the Bay of Naples. The next morning 
the fleet made fail into the Bay; Captain Troubridge and Cap- 
tain Hardy were difpatched to Sir William Hamilton, the Britifh 
Ambaflador, from whom they received all the intelligence that 
had reached him, and learned that the French fleet had not eptered 

c 
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that port, but were gone to the fouthward, having coafted the 
ifland of Sardinia. It fince appeared, they had fent in to Cag- 
liari, and were informed by ourConful (an Italian') of the crip- 
pled flate of Admiral Nelfon’s fliip, but that he expecSIed a 
reinforcement of thirteen fail of the line. This account the Ad- 
miral purpofely left with him, knowing that he would report it 
to the French the firft opportunity, Ihould they vifit that port. 

' Many of the Consuls employed by our government, are foreigners} whether it is beneficial to our 
commerce that it should be so, is not for me to decide. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Dextruni Scylla latus, lacvum implacata Charybdis 
Obsidet, atcjue imo barathrl ter gurgite vastos ' 

** Sorbet in abruptum fluctus, rursusque sub auras 

Eriget alternos, et sidera verberat unda/' j®n. 3. v. 4*20. 

The Admiral having now fome clue to go by, failed from the 
Bay of Naples in full hopes of falling in with the French fleet, 
the conquefl; of which he could not but anticipate, well know- 
ing the unanimous fentiments that pervaded the fleet he com- 
manded, the tried bravery of many of his captains, and the 
fpirit of all. Light airs prevailed, a mortifying circumftance at 
fuch a moment, and we found ourfelves very little to the fouth- 
ward of the Bay of Naples on the 1 8th. On the 1 9th we ftill 
hung on the coaft of the Upper Calabria, from whence we had 
a view of the Burning Mountain on the ifland Stromboli; in 
the evening we palled within a few leagues of it, and had a 
fine view of the pi 61 :urefque appearance of a volcano by night. 
The next ^y we faw the other Lipari iflands, and had a diftant 
view of Sicily, with Mount iEtna, whofe fummit, though con- 
ftantly emitting flame and fmoke, is covered with perennial 
fnows. We now made for the far-famed Straits of Meflina, 
and had the honour of being the firft European fleet of men 
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of war, in modern times, pafling the dangers of Scylla and Cha- 
ribdis. Whatever dangers might formerly have given occafion 
to the celebrated fictions of the aiwient poets, we found none, 
but with a full fail entered the Straits, paffing clofe by the 
caftle, or what is generally called the Faro of Meffina, a.fquare 
red tower like a church fteeple, near which are fome indif- 
ferent buildings, the habitations of fifhermen ; there is always 
a fmall garrifon in the caftle. 

As we pafted within a few miles of the rock of Scylla, I took 
the opportunity of making a drawing of it, which is here given. 
The town bearing the fame name, is built on the neck of land 
that conne< 5 ts it with the main, and has a beautiful efie< 5 l from 
the fra view; an old caftle crowns the rode. Near this place a 
Calabrian prince, arid 4473 of his people, were fweptinto the 
deep by a tremendous wave, occafioned by the dreadful earth- 
quakes that deiblated Calabria , and the oppofite ftiores of Sicily 
in the year 1783; of which Sir William Hamilton font a very 
accurate account to the Royal Society; but the nervous poetic 
defeription of this calamity from the pen of the late Mr. Cow- 
per, is so truly deferiptive, that I fliall here beg leave to tran- 
feribe it, as I am sure every feeling mind muft receive enter- 
tsdnment from it. 

Alas for Sicily! rude fragments now 

Lie fcatter’d where the thapely column Hood. 

Her palaces are duft. In all her ftreets 
. The voice of tinging and the Iprightly chord 
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Are filent. Revelry, and dance, and (how, 

Suder a fyncope and iblemn pauie. 

While God. performs upon the trembling Rage 
Of his own works his dreadful part alone. 

How does the earth receive him ? With what Rgns 
Of gratulation and delight, her king? 

Pours (he not all her choicell fruits abroad. 

Her fweeteft flow’rs, her aromatic gums, 

£>i(cloRng Paradife where’er he treads ? 

Shp quakes at his approach. Her hollow womb 
Conceiving thunders, through a thouiand deeps 
And fiery caverns, roars beneath his feet. 

The hills move lightly, and the mountains linoke. 
For he has touch’d them. From th’ extremed point 
Of elevation down into th’ abyfs. 

His wrath is bu(y and his frown is felt. 

The rocks fall headlong and the vallies rile. 

The Sylvan fcene 

Migrates uplifted, and with all its (oil 
Alighting in far didant fields, finds out 
A new podefibr, and (urvives the change. 

Ocean has caught the frenzy, and upwrought 
To an enormous and o’erbearing height. 

Not by a mighty wind, but by that voice ' 

Which winds and waves obey, invades the (hore 
Relidlefs. Never fuch a Hidden flood, 

Upridg’d fo high, and lent on fuch a charge, 
Poflels’d an inland (cene. Where now the throng 
That prels’d the beach, and, hady to depart, 

Look’d to the lea for lafety ? They are gone ! 

Gone with the refluent wave into the deep, 

A Prince with half his people! 
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As our fquadron entered the Straits of Meti^na feveral 
boats, with many of the principal people of that city and the 
neighbourhood, came off to us, who exprefled their joy and 
fatisfadlion at feeing a Britilh fleet, when they difeovered the 
object of our purfuit, being apprehenfive that the next vilit of 
the French marauders, after the capture of Malta, was deftined 
for their coafl. From the Britifh Conful we learned that the 
iflands of Malta and Goza had fallen into the hands of the 
French, by the treachery of the Grand Mafter and fome of the 
Knights of Malta; who, forgetful of the folemn oaths, by which 
their order was bound to fupport the independence of it, had 
contrived, by various means, to prevent any oppofition being 
made by the garrifon ; many of the batteries were totally un- 
provided with any means of defence, fome of the cartridges 
were filled with fand, and the fhot too large for the guns; yet 
this conquefl, as Buonaparte pompoufly ftiles it, is boafled of 
by the French, as one of their brilliant exploits. Here I can- 
not help obferving, that tlie perfidious condudt of our enemy 
has recoiled upon his own head. Malta, pofTeffing perhaps the 
fineft harbour'for its fize, and certainly the llrongeft fortifica- 
tions in the world, has now fallen into our pofTeflion, which 
otherwife never could have happened ; as the well known juf- 
tice and honour of our government would have forbidden any 
attack upon an unoffending ftate, however weak and unpro- 
tected it might have been. But fince the fortune of war has 
fairly Ibrought this ifland under our dominion, 1 cannot avoid 
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exprefling an ardent with and hope, in which I am fure of be- 
ing joined by all who are, acquainted with the value and impor- 
tance of it, that whatever may be the claims and demands of 
our opponents when the terms of peace come under confidera- 
tion, we may ftill retain this place. As long as we are pof- 
fefled of the trident of the/eas, and by that means enabled to 
throw in fupplies of provifions and ammunition, it cannot be 
taken from us: and fince it affords at all times a commodious 
harbour for our fhipping, and commands the entrance of the 
Archipelago, its importance to our commerce in thefe feas, is 
incalculable. 

The paflage of our fleet through the Straits of Meflina mufl 
have afforded a grand fpecSiacle to the multitudes who beheld it 
from the fhore; who hailed our arrival with acclamations of joy 
and gratitude, which conveyed to our minds the higheft gratifi- 
cation. To us the furrounding fcenery was truly grand; the 
channel, narrow** at the entrance, widened as we proceeded, and 
opened a difplay of pidlurefque beauty that beggars all defcrip- 
tion. The rapidity with which we were carried by the current 
and the wind, prevented any long infpedtion of particular places; 
at the fame time it rendered the change of objedfs more pleaf- 
ing and diverfified. On the left, the high mountains of Ca- 
labria, fo lately fliaken to their foundation by earthquakes, pre- 
fented objects of infinite variety; the town of Regio forms a 

* The entrance of the Straits between the Coda de VcJpe on the Calabrian fhore, and the point or pro- 
montory of Peioras in Sicily, is fcarcely more than a mile over. At Mcffina the channel i« four miles 
broad, and from thence it rapidly wideito till it opcni again into the Mediterranean. 
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very beautiful feature in the landfcape ; it is fituated at the bale 
of the mountains, on the banks of a river which appeared to 
have owed its origin to one of thole concuflions of nature that 
have often changed the face of the country. 

On the right, the city of Meliina, with its handfome build- 
ings, adorned with fpires and Jfteeples, prefented a fine fore- 
ground to that fide of the pidhire. Behind the town, on an 
eminence, is feen the caftle, which, though it commands the 
harbour and town, is itfelf overlooked by high lands; from which 
it would foon be reduced by an invading army, that might eafily 
gain thofe heights. 

The far-famed Charybdis is fituated near the entrance of the 
harbour; and by ancient hifiorians and poets we are told, that 
Ihips, fucked into the vortex of the whirlpool, were in imminent 
danger from the violent commotion of the waters, by which 
the helm loll its power, and the feamen’s exertions were ren- 
dered vain, fo that with the moll fevourable wind tliey could 
not gain the port. The noife occafioned by the tumult of 
the waves, gave rife to the fidlions of poets, who likened it to 
a voracious monller roaring for its prey; and by them the paf- 
lage of thefe Straits has been deferibed as the mofl dangerous 
adventure that mariners could undertake. In thofe days we 
find, that Ihips were obliged to go as near as poflible to the Ca- 
labrian Ihore, in order to avoid the whirlpool; and then they ran 
a hazaij^ of being carried on the rock Scylla, and dalhed to 
pieces againfl its rugged fidesL From this cxrcumllan^ arofe 
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the proverb, ‘ incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Charybdim,’ 
applied to thofe who, in their endeavour to avoid one danger, 
fall into another. But we found none of thefe difiicultie.s. 
Perhaps the conftant fricl:ion of the waters has worn away the 
rocks and thoals that obftruAed the palTage, and given more 
ample room to the current, which, however, is now extremely 
rapid. 

As we failed down the Straits our eyes were regaled with a 
view of flourifhing corn-fields, vineyards, orchards, and planta- 
tions. Cultivation, though in fome places negledled, in others 
was carried high up the fide of the mountains, on the fum- 
mits of which appeared towns or villages, with here and there 
detached lioufes, churches, and convents. Towering over all, 
we beheld the majeftic heights of Mount ./Etna, whole fum- 
mit, whitened with jierpetual fnows, was feen frequently 
above the clouds emitting volumes of fmoke that Ibmetimes 
afeended to a vail height; at others, came rolling down its 
lides. 


* Portus ab acceflu ventorum immotus, et ingens 
Ipfe ; fed horrificis juxta tonat i£tna minis, 
Interdumque atram prorumpit ad aethera nubem, 
Turbine fumantetn piceo et candente favilla;' 
Adtollitque globes flammarum, et lidcra lambit : 
Interdum fcopulos, avullaque vilcera mentis 

n 
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Erigit eru(ftana, liquefaftaque faxa fub auras 
Cum gemitu glomerate fundoque exaelluat imo.’' 

HI. 570. 

Having quitted this delightful fcencry, we at length emerged 
into the main, and were fleering with a prefs of fail for Malta 
with a frefli breeze from the north- well:, in full hope of finding 
the French fleet at Goza, where report faid they were anchored. 
On the a ad of June, at daylight in the morning, the Mutine 
fpoke a Genoefe brig from Malta, and received information 
from her, that the French had failed from thence on the i8th 
inflant with a frefli gale from the north-weft. 

The Admiral now determined to fail for Alexandria; though 
uncertain what courfe the enemy had taken, he judged that to 
to be their probable deftination, and accordingly made the fignal 
to bear up and fleer fouth-eaft with all poflible fail. 

Every mind now anxioufly looked forward to the glorious 
confli6l ; but wliat would have been our feelings if we could 
then have forefeen that the French fleet was to pafs us in the 

® The port capacious, and fccure from wind. 

Is to the foot of thund’ring JEim join’d. 

By turns a pitchy cloud fhe rolls on high ; 

By turns hot embers from her entrails fly ; 

And flakes of mounting flames, that lick the iky. 

Oft from her bowels mafty rocks are thrown. 

And Ihivcr’d by the force, come piecemeal down. 

Oft liquid lakes of burning fulphur flow. 

Fed from the fiery fprings tliat boil below.* Dryuin. 
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following night ? Such, however, was the cafe, as we after- 
wards learned from confulting and comparing the journals of 
French officers made prifoners in and after the adlion. It ap- 
pears almoft incredible that a fleet confifting of near four hun- 
dred fail of various defcriptions, ffiould crofs an adverfe fleet 
of fourteen fail of the line, even in the darkeft night, without 
fome of them being difcovered, yet fo it was. We failed on in 
expectation that they had got the flart of us by feveral days, 
and they fhap^ their courfe acrofs our track, making a more 
northern tour by the i/land of Candia, wrapped in perfeCt fe- 
curity, and unconfeious that any adverfe fleet of force fufficient 
to alarm them was at that moment in thofe feas. ^ 

We could form no certain opinion whither the enemy had 
fhaped his courfe up the Adriatic, towards Conftantinople, or to 
Alexandria ; but one of thefe deftinations, we were well afTured, 
muft be the objeCt of his enterprize. In our pallage to the 
coafl of Egypt, we faw only three vefTels, which we fpoke ; two 
of them were from Alexandria, but could give us no account 
of the French fleet; and one from the Archipelago was equally 
unable to afford us the wifbed-for intelligence. On the a 8th 
of June, fix days after we bore up, we came in fight of the city 
of Alexandria, and, to our great difappointment, faw nothing 
of the French fleet. Only one Turkifh line-of-battle fhip, with 


^ See the chart of the Mediterranean, in which I have given an accurate delineation of the track of tlic 
Britifh and French fleets till they met off the Nile on the III of Augufl. 
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fome merchantmen of different nations, were in the two har- 
bours. 

When we arrived off the Pharos, or caftle which guards the 
entrance of the eaftern harbour, the Admiral difpatched the 
Mutine towards the port for intelligence. Captain Hardy, 
after fome delay, was permitted to land, and was conducSIed un- 
der a guard to the Governor, who expreffed his furprife at fee- 
ing a Britifh fquadron, and feemed to feel fome uneafinefs at 
the vifit ; but on being informed of the objedf of our purfuit, 
his alarm was increafed, though he declared his determination 
to refill the attempt of either power to land. The Admiral 
now experienced the greatell degree of difappointment at find- 
ing the enemy had eluded his purfuit, nor could he at the in- 
llant form any determinate refolution what courfe he fhould 
take, as their deflination was totally enveloped in myflery. 
His anxious mind would not, however, permit him to reft long 
in the fame ftation, and he refolved to lliape his courfe back 
again, taking a northern dire<ftion, in hopes of hearing fome 
tidings of the enemy. 

On the a 9th we flood to the N. E. with a frefh breeze from 
N. N. W. The Swiftfure was ordered, by ftgnal, to chace a 
ftrange fail, which fhe. came up with in the afternoon, and 
found her to be a French merchantman of 144 tons burthen, 
in ballaft, bound from Alexandria to Smyrna. After taking 
out the prifoners, four of whom, including the captain, were 
Frenchmen, the reft of the crew Greeks and Italians, fhe 
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was burnt by order of the Admiral, who was unwilling to be 
delayed by taking her with him. The wind in this part of 
the Mediterranean during the fummer months generally blows 
from the weftward, confequently we now had to beat back, 
againft a ftrong breeze, which we did with all the fail we could 
carry. On the 4th of July we made the coaft of Natolia, near 
Cape Cheledonia; the fame day the Mutine parted company. 
On the 5th, the Admiral made the fignal to clofe round him, 
many of the fliips being greatly to leeward; for although the 
Vanguard had loft her f Temaft, which ftie had fupplied with 
a jurymaft, yet ftic failed by far the beft of the fleet. On the 
7th, the Orion having parted company in the night, the fleet 
wore and flood to the northward, and towards the evening of 
the fame day flie rejoined us. On the 9th, being oflF the 
foutliern coaft of the ifland of Candia, we had a view of 
Mount Ida, fituated near the centre of the ifland. The weather 
had been exceflively hot ever fince we made the coaft of Egypt, 
and now, though we were two degrees to the northward, the 
thermometer was as high as eighty-four. 

On the loth and i ith we were yet oflF the fouth-weft ftdc 
of Candia, and faw the little ifland of Goza; the wind being 
ftill againft us we made but flow progrefs to the weftward, and 
continued beating to windward till the 1 6th, when it became 
more favourable: our latitude obferved this day was 3 s'* 45"’ N. 
Long, ao'' 5"* E. of Greenwich. On the i8th, at fix p. m. 



we defcried Mount JEtn&, and by eight faw Cape Paffero®. On 
the 1 9th of July the fleet flood towards Syracufe, and the Ad- 
miral determined to enter tlie bay, being in great want of water, 
the Vanguard having had no opportunity of taking in a fupply 
of that neceflary article from the beginning of May, when fhe 
failed from Gibraltar; fcveral other fliips of the fleet were 
nearly in the fame fituation. The entrance of the harbour is 
very narrow and diflScult of accefs, nor was any pcrfon of the 
fleet acquainted with it; but by the fkill and attention of the 
captains and officers each fhip got fafe into the bay and an- 
chored by three p. m. and without delay proceeded to take in 
water, though at firfl fome difficulties prefented themfelves 
from the inconvenient fituation of the watering places; how- 
ever, by the laborious exertion of the officers and men em- 
ployed on that fervice, under the immediate diredlion of Cap- 
tain Troubridge, the whole was completed in five days, and an 
ample fupply of frefti beef and vegetables procured ; articles of 
the highefl importance to the health of feamen after a long 
voyage. 


* Cape Paflero formerly bore the name of Pachinus^ and is thus celebrated by Virgil . 

^ Hinc alias cautes^ pregedaque faxa Pachyni 
Radimus/ iii, 6gg, 

* Then doubling Cape Pachynus, Wc furvey 
The rocky Ihore extended to the fca,* Deyden. 
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C FI A P T E R III. 


Sicanio praetenta simi jacct insula contra 

Plcnimyrium iinclobum: nomcn dixere priores 

t)rtygiarn. Alpheum fama cst hue Elidis amnem 

Occi'lias egisse vias suhter marc: qui nunc 

Ore, Arcthusa, tuo siculis confimditur undis/' jEn. ili. 6QQ, 


While the Iliips were taking in water and live Rock I took 
the opportunity of viewing the curiofities of Syracufe and its 
environs. But before I begin my account of what I faw on 
fhore, I muft fay a few words of the Bay of Syracufe, in which 
the Britifh fleet was anchored. 

The form of this excellent harbour is nearly circular ; the 
entrance, as I before obferved, is very narrow, that without a 
tolerably fair wind it would be dangerous, if not impoflible, for 
a large fhip to beat in or out. But when once entered, it is fo 
fpacious that it would contain with eafe an immenfc fleet; and, 
by b(‘ing completely land-locked, fliips may reft in perfeeft fecu- 
rity during the heavieft gale, from whatever quarter it might 
blow. 

Two fmall rivers difembogue themfelves into this bay; that 
to which the boats of the Swiftfure proceeded on our arrival 
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was fo choked with mud and weeds at the entrance that it 
was with confiderable difficulty any of the boats could ap- 
proach the ffiore, many of the larger kind grounded at lome 
diflance, and, to my miffiap, that in which I was ; we were in 
confequence obliged to wade to land with tlic water and mud 
up to our middles. The people now difeovered another and 
worfe difficulty in their way : the fields on each fide of the 
mouth of this river (I underftand in ancient days it was called 
Anapus) produced a great abundance of hemp, which is ficej^ed 
in the river as foon as cut, and there left to foak ; this ojv'r- 
ation renders the water pernicious to the l-ealth, asw<. .; as 
horribly unpleafant to the fmcll and tafte. Tlic mode adopted 
to obviate this difficulty, was rolling the empty calks through 
the fields to where the waters were uncontaminated; this was 
found to be beyond a bridge about a quarter of a mile up the 
river, and here they were foon filled and floated down to the 
boats. Another, and more convenient watering place, was foon 
difeovered; it was fituated near the town, and lupplied by means 
of water courfes from an aquedueSt fome diuancc up the coun- 
try. Here, by the able management and exertions of Captain 
Troubridge, the needful fupplies were foon obtained. While 
he faw that tlie parties employed in filling the water-cafks did 
their duty, he alfo negociated with the people of the eountry 
for bullocks, ffieep, and other flock, which were foon brought 
down in great profufion, and an ample flore of freffi provifions 
fupplied to all the fliips of the fleet at a reafonable price. 
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In the afternoon, the landing' place at the gate of the city 
was a fcene of much gaiety and ihow; the boats from the fleet 
pulling in towards the fhore, the crowds that lined the ftrand, 
the long range of carriages in which the principal nobility of 
the place came to view the Britilh fleet, the gaudy liveries of 
their fervants, with the variety of drefles which every where 
prefentcd themfelves in the appearance of the feveral orders of 
the people, formed fo pleating an aflemM&ge, that I was in- 
duced to make a drawing on the fpot, which is annexed. On 
the left hand of the foreground is a baftion of the fortification on 
the walls; and a little further on is feen the great gateway, from 
whence extends a length of wall which terminates in the fort 
commanding the en ranie of the harbour. 

Tlie town which now exifts, is built on what was formerly 
called the ifland of Ortygia. At the time when Syracufc 
was reckoned one of the firfi: cities of the world, it was 
only the citadel or caftle of Dionyfius; but then contained 
many buildings of eminence. Now it exhibits a melancholy 
contraft to its former grandeur, the ftreets being in general 
meanly built, and fo narrow that two carriages cannot pafs 
each other with fafety; and the eye is offended at every turn, 
with the moll deplorable objedls of poverty, filth, and mifery. 
Among the moll eminent buildings that adorned this quarter of 
the ancient city, was the Temple of Diana, of which I faw no 
remains; but, of which, adcor^ng to De-Non, a fmall veftige is 

' • .,jb ■ • ' ■ '■ ■ 
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to be found in an obfcure houfe in a by-ftreet called Re- 
i^ibra. 

The Temple of Minerva owes its prefervation to Agio, the 
tenth bifhop of Syracufe, who converted it into a cathedral, and 
fo preferved it from that dellrudtion which many of the other 
temples of antiquity have experienced. Although the Corin- 
tliian front which now adorns the entrance does not coincide 
with the maflive Doric pillars of the ancient building, yet the 
whole edifice has a noble appearance. The plafe annexed pre- 
fents a fide view of the Temple and the majeftic marble co- 
lumns fupporting the roof. Thefe columns are fluted from 
top to bottom, and, gradually increafe in fize towards the bafe. 
Originally they were open, and difeovered a fecond row of co- 
lumns of the fame order; but the Ipace between them has 
been built up to form the walls of the cathedral. 

On entering the building our ears were faluted with the 
harmony of church-mufic; the rich melody of the organ filling 
the vault^ ibof with its tones, and aided by the voices of the 
choir, formed., an atlemblage of folemn founds that, at the mo- 
ment, raifed our minds in rapture towards that Being whofe 
praifes were then chaunting. . 

No man, I believe, feels the impreflSons of devotion more 
flsrongly than the feaman juft landed from the perils of his dan- 
^rous occuparion ; his mind naturally xmfes itlelf in , grateful 
acknowledgm^i towards that Power by prote^^g arm 

he has been jw^feifved. 
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When the fervice was ended, fome of the clergy, in a friendly 
manner, offered to fhew us the curiolities contained in their 
cathedral. 

In an apartment behind the high altar, we found a good 
painting of the Crucifixion, by Urbino : in this room alfo is 
kept an agate cup of great antiquity, and very beautiful 
workmanfhip, fuppofed to be coeval with the Temple itfelf; 
but fome of the monks, with more zeal than knowledge, had 
inlaid parts of it with legends of their faints. They produced 
alfo for our infpedlion two maflive gold rings that were many 
years fince dug up among the ruins of the ancient city. 

The fable of the river god Alpheus and the nymph Are- 
thufa, is well known to all claflical fcholars. Every man of 
tafte muft remember, with particular delight, the tale as it is 
told by Ovid. The whole would be too long to copy here, but 
I cannot forbear extradling a few of the concluding lines, in 
which the nymph with fuch exquifite livelinefs dcfcribes her 
own fudden convcrfion to a flream. 


Occupat obfeflbs fudor mihi frigidus artus; 
Cseruleaeque cadunt toto de corpore guttae. 
Quaque pedem movi, inanet lacus, eque capillis 
Ros cadit: & citius, quam nunc tibi fada renarro, 
In latices mutor. Sed enim cognofcit amatas 
Amnis aquas, pofitoque viri, quod iumpfbrat, ore, 
Vertitur in proprias, ut fe mihi milceat, undas. 
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Delia rupit humum : coecifque ego raerfa cavcrnis 
Advehor Ortygiam.’ ' Ovid Met. lib. v. ver. 632. 

Led by curiofity to fee the place thus celebrated, we paid a 
vifit to what bears the name of the Fountain of Arethufa; 
but, alas! found nothing to juftify the euiogiums paid to it by 
various writers of antiquity : repeated earthquakes, after chang- 
ing its lituation, have deftroyed its foimcr beauty; the fea has 
at times found its way through the rivt n rocks; the facred fifli 
are no longer inliabitants of its pellucid waters. It now exhi- 
bits only the appearance of a dirty pool iffuing from a hollow 
rock; the waters at fome periods dry up; at others, are tainted 
by fulphurcous effluvia. It is now ufed by the wafherwomen of 
the city, who, at this time, were employed in tlieir occupation. 
Standing up to their waifts in the water, they were beating the 
linen with flat boards upon the broken rocks which had tumbled 
into the pool. Neither the delicacy of the ladies, the beauty 


Cold dews at once my weary limbs appal. 

And azure drops from all my body fall ; 

And where my foot was plac’d, a lake is fpread. 
And moiftiires trickle from my trembling head ; 
And quicker than tliese words, my perfon flows 
Chang’d to a ftream. The amorous river knows 
The lovely current; inftant lays afide 
His human figure ; and begins to glide 
Again in wat’ry waves, with mine to mix his tide. 
Diana, Hill my virgin charms to keep. 

Cleaves the hard earth ; and fafe in caverns deep 
To far Ortygia’s fhorc my darkfomc way I weep. 
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of the fountain, nor the elegance of the employment carried on 
there, recalled to our minds thofe pleating images we had 
formed of it, and we quitted the place with ditguft. 

We next proceeded towards the land-gates, which are placed 
in the ftrongeft part of the fortifications. After palling through 
two hanJfome gateways, and over feveral broad and deep folles 
filled with water, we came to a large area that led ns to the 
laft gate, which is built in the outward walls of the fortifica- 
tion. Crofling the drawbridge, we entered on the fcite of that 
part of ancient Syracyfe called Achradina, of which not a vef- 
tige remains. Proceeding through feveral highly cultivated gar- 
dens, well fiored with vegetables, delightfully lhaded by tall 
poplars, and watered by clear ftreams from the neighbouring 
hills, we arrived at the celebrated Latomiae, or caverns in which 
Dionyfius is faid to have confined his prifoners, and to have 
enjoyed their groans, by means of a chamber that communi- 
cated with one of them. How far this firory is to be relied on, 
I thall not pretend to fay, but muft refer the reader to thofe 
hiftorians who have made it their fiudy, and whofe leifure and 
opportunity have enabled them to invetiigate the matter. My 
bufinefs is to give the befl; defeription I can of the place as it 
now is. The cavern known by the name of Dionyfius’s ear, is 
fuppofed to have been the feene of that cruelty; and its fiiape 
certainly gives colour to the fiory, being formed to convey 
found to a particular place. It is hewn out of the folid rock, 
into the form of a Gothic arch, eighteen feet wide by fifty- 
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eight high, and curved from the entrance to the end; througli- 
out the upper part nins a groove which communicates with a 
fmall chamber over the entrance, which muft originally have 
been walled up to prevent the found efcaping. In this cham- 
ber the tyrant, aecording to tradition, ufcd to place himfelf to 
hear the difcourfe of his prifoners who were chained to the 
walls of the cavern : and to give a colour to this idea, rings 
are difcovered formed in the rock, to which poflibly the hands 
and feet of the prifoners were fattened with thongs. On 
the right, half-way the length of the cavern, is a large fquare 
chamber, alfo hewn out of the rock, but for what purpofe it 
was formed, except to enlarge the place allotted for prifoners, 
we could not guefs; yet, as it mutt in fome meafure have de- 
ttroyed the conveyance of found, the original purpofe for which 
this cavern was formed, it may have been a work of later date. 
The further end of the cavern terminates abruptly, like the 
gable end of a houfe ; but near the top are feen feveral holes 
in the wall, as if a chamber had been there, and up to it, in re- 
gular gradations, fmaller holes, apparently for iron cramps to 
fupport tteps. 

The drynefs of this curious cavern, the effedt of the echo, 
and the folemn appearance of the place, muft render it a de- 
lightful retreat during the fummer months, when the heat of 
the climate is infufferablc; But it does not appear that the Sy- 
racufens have tatte enough to enjoy fo romantic a fpoh Near 
this cavern is another of a ditterenf form, being iquarc< ^t at 
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the upper part, and fubdivided into feveral fpaclous chambers 
by rude pillars formed of the rock, out of which the cavern was 
excavated ; a work that muft have coft infinite labour, and em- 
ployed armies to accomplifh. In the fpacious area before the 
entrance of the caverns, is an high white infulated rock; on the 
top are the ruins of a building, perhaps a guard-houfe; and 
near are feen the remains of an ancient aquedudl. The rocks 
furrounding the area are fo fmooth, and fo artfully proje(51: toward 
the fummit, that to climb them would be impoflible. Near the 
top appear the remains of an earthen-ware channel to convey 
water from the aqueduct to the caverns below. There is alfo 
another cavern in the fame diretSIion with the laft-mentioned, 
but blackened with the fmoke of furnaces ufed to extract the 
fait of nitre : it is of a iimilar form, but of lefs dimenfions. 

Near thefe caverns we difcovered the remains of a bath, of 
an oblong form; the water within it perfectly clear, and of an 
icy coldnefs ; from the top are fufpended large mafles of petri- 
fied fialadlites, which daily increafe by water dripping from 
above. The approach to this place is hid among plants that 
have for ages been fuffered to grow in wild luxuriance, and in 
feftoons of various kinds overhang the entrance, forming a moft 
romantic retreat. 

We next vifited the remains of a Roman theatre hewn chiefly 
out of the rock; which, of courfe, has fufifered little from the 
injuries of time, but all that was built ontliis foundation is de- 
ftroyed. The fituation is perfedfly beautiful ; the fpedlators 
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having a full view of the Bay, with the ifland of Ortygia, and 
the rich plains through which the Anapus winds, it even now 
prefents a moft pidlurefque appearance. The white fteps are 
nearly hid by buflies and flowery fhrubs of various kirids, and 
the waters efcaping from a refervoir above, come tumbling 
down the rocks in broken torrents. 

Being fomewhat tired with our walk, we poftponed making 
further refearches till the next day, when we again, at an early 
hour, landed at the ufual place. Before wc proceeded to explore 
the venerable remains of paft ages, we determined to inlpe<Sl:^ 
the more modem edifices that adorn the prefent city. The 
firft place that we proceeded to was an open area, or piazza, in 
whicli are the principal buildings of the city: the annexed 
plate will give the reader a tolerably corredf idea of it. On 
the right is the Bifhop’s palace adjoining the cathedral, which 
I have before obferved was built on the ruins of the Temple of 
Minerva, This view fhews the elevation of the modern fa9ade 
created on the feite -of die old portico. Hiftory informs us, 
that on the fummit of the ancient portico was fufpended a Alin- 
ing buckler which could be feen at a vafl; diflance. No feraner 
did the Syracufan mariner lofe flght of this talifman, than he 
threw offerings of honey, flowers, and afhes into the fea io 
render Neptune and Minerva propitious tp his voyage, and eih- 
■fure his l^fe rreturn. Tlie modern front is perfe^y incongmons 
with the reft of the building; it is of the Coidhtbian 
hi^y ornamented with ColoAal' Aatu^ 






